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Using an Escalator Safely 

 
Britain's first moving staircase was installed in Harrods in November 1898.  
 
Although this is now old technology, it is still common to see a range of warnings and 
instructions to keep users safe. 
 

 
 

Your task 
Using the symbols above and your own ideas make a list of instructions for safe 
escalator use. 
 
Write your list of instructions 
First, write an introduction sentence, explaining what 
the rules are for. 
Next, start each rule on a new line. Use adverbs to 
clearly link the instructions. 
 
Check 
Reread, checking for sense and punctuation. 
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How to use an Escalator 

 
Britain's first moving staircase was installed in 
Harrods in November 1898. Shoppers flocked to the 
store and Cognac and smelling salts were available 
for the faint-hearted. 
 
Imagine you had never used an escalator before. What would you need to do to keep 
safe?  
What actions might end in an accident? 

 
Your task 
Write a list of instructions for safe escalator use, with ideas linked by adverbs. 
 
Collect ideas 
 
Talk about your ideas with a partner; you might wish to act out each step to help you 
think of ideas for safe use. Make a note of each step. 
 
Write a list of rules 
 
First, write an introductory sentence, explaining what the instructions are for. 
Next, write each step linked by adverbs. You might use adverbs for time order or to 
introduce a cause, a contrast or modify an imperative verb. 
Lastly, consider including a labelled diagram or two. 
 
Check 
Reread, checking for sense and punctuation. 
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How to Use the Telephone, 1917 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your task 

 

• Read these instructions carefully, highlighting the key rules.  

• Create a clear and cohesive list of instructions for 1910s telephone use, based on this text. 
• Use adverbs to link the ideas. 

 
 
 

 

These are pages from an instruction book for users of a new technology: the 

telephone. Telephones were only used by a lucky few at this time, so that simple 

conventions (such as saying 'hello') had to be explained. 


