








DRAGONOLOGY.

ASIAN LUNG Dracsarientulis
Luna are most often found near the rivers, streams and lakes that

ON. ] hide their underwater lairs, Females curry their eggs with them for =
DIFFERENT SPECIE:GOO‘;IS)RAG { safety, using the lairs to store the pearls and opals they hoard away:
EASTERN D i |

The number of toes varies across the various subspecies,

~

[
La or Nest—Usually an underwater cave or grotto, K?‘Vh..q
as vicious, bloodthirsty DIMENSIONS |ADBULY |40 feet long; 12 to 15 feet high 1

. " : ons portray them as vicious, SIONS t eet long; 12 to 15 feet high. ! |

It is interesting to note that, Whl;e lztﬁ:nds of Western dn‘g P:" i tomankad THe ‘ COLORATION—Blue, black, whitc, red or yellow, FoRms

monsters, Eastern dragons are for the most part seen as anikiind has hadwich OF ATtack—Horns, teeth & claws used defensively

) ; istorical interactions that mankin
reasons for this most likely stem from the historical intera

different species of dragon. Clearly some have been better neighbours than others.

1 Foov—Mainly fish and birds, particalarly roasted swan,

Some species of
lung fay thetr eggs
in running water.

TIBETAN Draco montana 2 =
Trmwer and redder than its counterpart, the Asian fung, the
Tibetan dragon is a lover of high altinudes. Its main prey s the
Himhylnyui.ilugtnmmiu:puhrbuukpwdmm@d
conditions and rasefied atmosphere found in the higher mountains.
Lasw ox Nest—On the open mountaimside in summer, in a shallow
den of snow in winter. Disexsions [Apucr}—40 feet long; 10 0 12
feet high. Coromarion—Almost invariably red. Fomss of

Japanese lang bave four Chinese or Imperial
toes, Indonesian thres, lung have five tors

| 71
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] The lithe movement of
" ’ ¥ ; this species bas given
Armc—Biting, or che co : i i rite o the ervancous
s k y yida. i

belicf that it oo can fly.

. it e thought that the explorer Masco
:r&‘&'m—-—q-
description of 4 Chinese crocodile. This notion is
wmnm»wug
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DIFFERENT SPECIES OF DRAGON.
OTHER DRAGONS.

-‘\mn from the primary Eastern and Western species of dragon, there are a wide variety of
other species deserving of attention. Unfortunately, space is limited in such 2 wide-ranging

tome, and so we must pass over the gargouille, the naga and many others, and deal
instead with the most prominent dragons of Africa, the Americas and Australia.

WYVERN Dracs africanus
UNLIKE most other dragons, the wyvern only has
two legs. However, being the largest form of
dragon it finds these perfectly sufficient for
carrying off its elephant prey.

Lair 0r Nest—A rocky crag, or occasionally a circular nest in an
area of sand durnies or grass. DIMENSIONS [ADULT}—50 feet long; 18
10 20 feet high. CoLoraTIoN—Muddy brown 1o lime green. Fogms.
OF Arrack—Teeth, claws, lashing tail, dropping from grear heighes.
Foon—Elephants, hippos, rhinos or other large herbivores.

Two early geographers, Herodotus
and Pling, both mention the
wyvern's taste for elephants. It is
possible that the giant elephant-
hunting bird of Arabian legend,
the Roc, was an early case of

Pmmmmfamofdg%
a hypersensitive eyesight 4 feathery

frill around head « legless, serpentine
body d very large wings . feathery ail

THE PHOENIX.
The archaeopterys fowsils discovered in 1860 and
hailed as the ‘missing link’ berween
5 fosils belonged e
fom ofphaci, 3 it wer s gy i
_mhn‘-bﬂudm.‘h“ 4
the 'mising link’ between repiles and smphitheres.
hl}m“-mh-"wj there 3
e thought © be only one specimen in civence. |
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DRAGONOLOGY.

THIS close up shows a reconstruction of what an
amphithere’s foot may once have looked like. It is \)
not known why the feet were lost, but modern day )|

Note the tremendous
gripping power in the

original claws, now lost.
o\

amphitheres use their serpent-like

tails o ‘strangle’ and carry off

their hapless prey.

Ampbithere feathers
= bave a sparkling,
golden appearance.

The Mexican amphithere almaost cevtainly
inspired the warlike Aztecs in their descriptions
of their god, Quetzaloat!.

AMPHITHERE Drace americanus
IN addition to the well-known Mexican feathered
amphithere, there is a furry North American
varicty that primarily hunts buffalo and has
sometimes been mistaken for a gigantic moth.

NS [Apuir]—45  feet long; 5 o 10 feer high.
ATION—Green. Forms oF ArTack—Flaming  breath, tail
lash, constriction. Foon—all the large indigenous mammals of the
Americas, typically llamas in the south and buffaloes in the north.

MARSUPIAL DRAGONS,

here too that exist nowhere clse in the world.
One might almost speculate that Australia
was once attached to South America

It is interesting to note that marsupial dragons
are found not only in Australia but also in the
Patagonian region of South America, half a
acons ago, if the notion were
not 50 preposterous!

world away. There are a number of other
[ . pial creatures that have been discovered

As yet, little is known about
the vast Australian interior.

MARSUPIAL Draco marsupialis
THOUGHT to be extinet, the marsupial dragon is lagely
confined to the south east of Australia. It breathes blue
smoke and often starts bushfires so that it can catch its
prey as they are driven before the flames.

Lair ok Nest—Rocky caves in Blue Mountain eucalypt forests.
Divexsions [Apurr}—25 feet long; 15 to 18 feet high.
CoLoration—Green or blue-ish. Forms oF Armck—Flaming
breath, lashing tail, kicking feet, boxing ‘fists”. Foon—any large
marsupials; smaller prey are sought while rearing young.

As powerful hind
legs evolued, the
wings shrunk.










THE NATURAL HISTORY OF DRAGONS.
THE LIFE CYCLE OF DRAGONS.

Dugoni have a life cycle that resembles that of lizards, although they actively learn some aspects of

PR their resulting adult behaviours when young, unlike most lizards whose behaviours are innate. Their
S gestation process may best be studied by rearing dragon chicks, but these creatures must be released
into the wild at maturity, not into the New York sewerage system as occurred in one case in 1862.
THE first stage:
development of
embryo of Dracs
occsdentalis.
European
£g

DRAGONOGLOGY.

Lisk Spans

HOWTO ESTIMATE AGE,
VEARS 100 200 00 -

Collinas Dragons aze difficulr to age. They shed skin bi- or triennially
and grow & cortain amount every year so it is possible 1o
make ar estimate from their size. Sometimes the dragon’s
memory of historical events can help. Dragonologists estimate
" || # lifespan of around 300 years for  typical European dragon.

= However, no one has any ides bow long Chinese fumg live for,

< Unknoson
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IN the third stage an
‘egg horn' develops
to aid the chick in
chipping open
the hard shell.

FIG.1 THREE MONTHS.

(51X MONTHS.

earing maturity, and will soom seek 10 leave the nest.

|

around the house, reductant 10 returs thesn,
] Foreplay The chick soeks st ivon and fist objescts
e ay. 0 plays by making husge chowers of sparks,
phrases they hear repenedly,
EEARING TNFANTS. 2 parror-fike fashion.

Koop an adegquate food supply. A 40- w 4

3-acve frm wish » head of 300 oows shoudd
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DRAGONOLOGY.

HOARDING BEHAVIOUR.

The hoarding behaviour of dragons providing them with protection in
most likely evolved because dragons their one vulnerable area. The dragons
have a soft, unarmoured ‘Achilles spot”  who evolved this hoarding behaviour
on their bellies. When they lie on  were the ones who survived. Those Ruby

treasure, some of the jewels stick, who did not are no longer with us.

JANCIACE DRAGON SCRIPT. “
_ This area of dragon behaviour is a | x4 3N |
mystery. They are the only creatures SONE F O Etrali
apart from humans who both speak K CK B P
and, when occasion demands, write. N D R R
Particularly interesting is the Western M E L
deagon's well-known tste for siddles | ¥ T
and language games. H H PwW
| L] Y X
r R
N A

Diamtond

LIKE tigers, weak or old dragons who cannot hunt their usual prey may.
become man- or rather maiden-caters. This is because maidens are
more likely to wear jewellery containing favourite dragon gems such ~
as the di ds, rubies, Ids or hysts shown on the right.




WORKING WITH l)RAGONS:
FINDING & TRACKING DRAGONS.

N

i . .
at of ing dragons in the wild;
} here is no more satisfying activity for the dragonologist than that of studying drag ,

it is the best way of enhancing our knowledge of these creatures. While armchair science has
its own I'C\\"Al'd.\, the achievemnent of tracking and locating a dragon and, hopefully,
reaching a position of acceptance and trust will allow the student to ‘ :&

put into perspective all that has been so diligently learned. J

Encourage a dragon to

the cave mouth with an

affering of a sustable gift.
Remember that dragons
cannot easify be fooled!

WHERETO LOOK FOR DRAGONS.
Referencing the map and table [after Chapter I] one
may be in a position to determine what sort of terrain
cach type of dragon is most likely found in. Above is
the perfect sort of mountain location with a large
cave where a Tibetan dragon may be located.

-3

CONCEALMENT is recommended
until 2 sense of trust has been built
up. Sadly, fatalities have resulted
from very young, inexperienced

ists being too keen to
introduce themselves too soon.

TELL-TALE SIGNS OF DRAGON ACTIVITY.

To the experienced eye, it s easy to tell at once when

4 dragon's range has been entered, and exactly what

dragon i being encountered.

* Fomprints & tail suishing marks.

* Burned & seorched trees and wndergrooth,

« Bmall, depleted-losking flocks o sheep.

* Frightened eillagers, with exncitable children,

'.dmdmyﬁrwlxdmmjmzﬂ"y.

* Lol leyends @bt dragon activiny, often
W‘W"“"Wﬁ”ﬂ’m

> JMWWMWM,M)W
Mu’ﬂmehMWw
messpaper hacks ot on the trail of a gy,
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DRAGONOLOGY

APPROACHING AN EASTERN FUNG

Less care but more protocol is required
than for approaching Western dragons

It may be usefial if an assistant stands by
to provide water, but the main thing
to remember is 1o tetain a highly

respectiul articude at all times

You may even get
lung to cat right

out of your hands!

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT,

Over time, cach dragonologist will build up his own list
of essential equipment. Here is a basic list:

* A notebook, to preserve all important records,
Chinese Ideally this should have a heat-proof cover
* A heat-proof pen and ink. 2B sketching pencil,

* A reasonably powerful magnifying glass

-

* Special, heat-protective dothing
* A relicf map of the area, that shows both flora types

and geological formations

* A camera, although all attempts
o photograph dragons so far

Wyvern bave been failures.

' FIELD PROCEDURE.

- Upon discovering signs of dragon activity such as
footprints [see left], the scientific dragonologist will
record precise details of the event: the location, time, date
and weather conditions. This should be repeated over a
number of days. Feeding and behaviour should definitely
be noted, although not at such a range as to make it an
unpleasantly personal experience. Artempts at interaction
should be included, whether they involve speech or spells.

" ‘¥' One should take care to take nothing from a dragon as
) this will not only cause grave danger to the dragonologist
European

but may also provoke a fiery retribution to any other
people who live in the surrounding area.

DANGERS (N1 LBRE

While the dangers of suffering from hites, burns, slashes from |
claws, death-by-consteiction, tail lashings, venom attacks and s
forth should never be underestimated, the lesser daniger of hypnesin
i often ignored, The mechanism for this i lirge understood, but it
seems to oceur in a similar way to that seen when u snake hyprotises

i frog, Dragons can hyprotise large groups of individuals at one
time, and the effects may laat for some montls, with the hypnotised

person often found apparently carrying on their everyday life. The

sigens are easy 1o read: an obsession with dragons, wizards, fairies or

tales of other worlds, A mad delight in fantastic illustrations and

ideas. A dislike of human rules or authorities. Luckily, there is a

tried and trusted methad that may be used as a sure remedy:

« A pervon wha has bheen hyprotised by a dragon showld be made to do a i
large number of complicated mathematical sums,

* A1l books on dragons, wizards ot suchlike should be confiscated, and
baoks on stimudating topic—palitrcs, econamic theory, the history of
benzene in the manufacturing industries ete.—should be substituted:

* Exhortations to the person to “smap out of 1t" or to “stop living in 4
claud-cuckoo land” are rarely sucsessfid.







