
RE VOCABULARY PROGRESSION 
This document shows the progression of key vocabulary that the children should understand and use throughout each topic. Vocabulary is not exclusive to each year group so it is not repeated 
on the grid in subsequent year groups for the same topic. For example, a year 2 child studying Christianity will use the vocabulary listed in the year 2 column as well as that in the year 1 and EYFS  
column. Likewise, a year 6 child learning about Hinduism will use the year 4 vocabulary as well as the year 6 vocabulary. The vocabulary included here can also be found on the relevant 
Knowledge Organiser for each unit. 

 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Christianity 
Christians, creation, Adam, 

Eve, bible, parable, 
precious, Jesus, pearl, 
incarnation, christmas, 

Mary, Joseph, shepherds, 
angel, star, magi, manger, 

God, salvation, Easter, 
Palm, Good Friday, 
Disciples, Hosana 

Christianity 
World, belief, thank, 

harvest, Genesis, praise, 
advent, secular, religious, 

birth, celebration, forgiving, 
prodigal, worship, nineveh, 

Father, Jonah, holy 

Christianity  
Matthew, tax collector, 

peace, forgiveness, 
apostles, prayer, saviour, 
resurrection, eternal life  

Christianity 
Prophets, Abram, Noah, 
Old Testament, promise, 

Abraham, covenant, 
righteous, Catholic, big 
story, responsibility, sin, 
steward, interpret, fall, 
temptation, follower, 

clergy, Galilee, Samaritan, 
gospel, evangelist  

Christianity  
Trinity, Holy spirit, Messiah, 
John the Baptist, Believer’s 
baptism, scripture, infant 
baptism, denomination, 

salvation, Jerusalem, 
crucifixion, Palm Sunday, 

calvary 

Christianity  
Omnipresent, omniscient, 

believer, eternal, 
omnipotent, Isaiah, John, 

testament, Messiah, 
saviour, Immanuel, Micah, 

theological, prophecy 

Christianity 
Theology, Luke, Mark, 
interpretation, leprosy, 

christ-like, commandments, 
kingdom, unforgiving, 

banquet, biblical, 
inheritance, social, unjust, 
science, big bang, theory, 
complementary, literal, 

creator, conflicting, theory  

 Islam 
Shahadah, zakat, muslims, 
Haij, Islam, sawm, salah, 

tawhid, ramadan, prophet, 
Allah 

Islam 
Muhammad, fasting, 

Quran, Eid 

 Islam 
Ibadah, submission, zakah, 

pilgrimage 

 

 Judaism 
Synagogue, Torah, Jewish, 
Mazuzah, Shabbat, Shema, 
Chanukah, Dreidel, Star of 

David 

 Judaism 
Freedom, yom kippur, 
orthodox, pesach, rosh 
hashanah, progressive, 

forgiveness 

 Judaism 
Sefer Torah, secular, kosher, 

kashrut 

 

 Hinduism 
Hindu, Brahman, deity, 
namaste, Shiva, aum, 

Atman, Lakshami, Vishnu, 
Brahma, Puja, Ramayana, 

shrine, Rama, Dharma, 
Mandir, Diwali, Sita 

 Hinduism 
Samsara, reincarnation, 
duty, karma, Moksha, 

ahimsa 

Thematic units  
Muslims, Hindus, 

Christians, Baptism, Raksha 
Badhan, welcome, love, 

special, Rakhi, pilgrimage, 
holy, church, bible, 

mosque, imam, qur’an, 
vicar, torah, believer, 

stories, Jews 

Thematic units  
Community, Muhammad, 
Shabbat, Allah, Ichthus, 
faith, Agigah, parable, 
wedding, community, 

world, Psalm, stewardship, 
Genesis, religious, 

non-religious 

Thematic units 
Worship, sacred, 

synagogue, place of 
worship  

Thematic units  
Tikkun Olam, Zakat, 

salvation, humanist, golden 
rule 

Thematic units  
Significant, journey, 

baptism, commitment, 
marriage, Bar Mitzvah, Bat 
Mitzvah, ceremony, sacred 

thread 

Thematic units  
Theist, Atheist, Psychology, 

evidence, psychologist, 
agnostic, humanist, 
philosophy, reason, 

theologian 

Thematic units  
Non-religious, belief, moral, 

humanism, worldview, 
values, authority 

 


